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SOUTHLAND COLLEGE PREP CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL 
2019-2020 COURSE SYLLABUS 

GEOMETRY 
 

 
TEACHER: Mr. Aaron Melko 

E-MAIL: amelko@scphs.org 

PHONE: 708-748-8105 ROOM: 313 

CLASS WEBPAGE: https://www.sd162.org/Domain/519 

GOOGLE CLASSROOM: akrury5 

 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Geometry is a full year, 1-credit course for graduation that reviews the basic concepts, terminology, and 

notation involved in geometry. Both abstract and practical aspects of geometric principles are covered. 

Conditional statements, conjectures, theorems, and written justifications are systematically brought into 

the course, along with the subjects to which they pertain. Review of algebraic and geometric concepts is 

employed throughout the course. In this way, algebra skills are maintained, and the students are better 

prepared to enter into the geometric aspects of advanced algebra, math analysis, pre-calculus, and 

calculus courses. A scientific or graphing calculator with trigonometry functions (sin, cos, tan) is 

required. 

 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 

 

II. COURSE GOALS 

The learning standards for this course will be the Common Core State Standards. Upon successful 

completion of this course students will be able to: 

A. Explore the skills and strategies underlying mathematics. 

B. Use logic and proof to reason mathematically. 

C. Identify, classify, and apply the properties of geometric figures in space. 

D. Compare congruent and similar geometric figures. 

E. Use length, perimeter, area, and volume to find quantities and solve real-world problems. 

F. Relate geometric ideas within the coordinate plane. 

G. Investigate and apply basic ideas of trigonometry. 

 

III. INSTRUCTIONAL PHILOSOPHY 

I believe that all students are capable of learning and can be successful in this class. Upon completion of 

this course, students will be prepared for and progress to Algebra II. Success is dependent upon the 

effort and work put in by the students. This includes, but is not limited to, contributing in class 

discussions, taking notes during lessons, participating in cooperative learning activities and group 

projects, completing all assignments, and studying for quizzes and tests. I make myself available for the 

students before and after school on a regular basis, and my email is checked regularly. I will do 

everything I can to make sure that students are successful in our class. 
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IV. MAJOR COURSE PROJECTS AND/OR ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Homework / Classwork 

B. Unit Assessments / Tests / Quizzes 

C. Cartoon Character Dilation Project 

D. Habitat for Humanity House Project 

E. Warm-Up Quizzes 

F. SAT Skill-Building 

 

V. ASSESSMENT PLAN 

A. Point System 

Every graded assignment or assessment will award students with points. Points are based on size, 

difficulty, and importance of each assignment or assessment. Point values for chapter tests, 

quizzes, homework quizzes, and other classroom assessments will be worth at least 70% of a 

student’s quarter grade. The remaining portion of quarter grades (30% or less) will come from 

homework, class assignments, participation in group learning exercises, etc. 

 

B. Components of the Grade 

The points you accumulate versus the total points assigned for the quarter determine your quarter 

grade. A majority of the points will be from tests, quizzes, and homework. Additional points may 

be earned from warm-ups, activities, projects, and extra credit. 

 

C. Southland Grading Scale 

 

 

Grade Scale Description of Student Performance 

A 100% to 

92.5% 

exceeds expectations; independent learner; superior work; all work completed on time 

at an exceptional level of quality and effort 

B 92.4% to 

86.5% 

meets expectations; semi-independent learner; above average work; all work 

completed on time; quality work with a few flaws 

C 86.4% to 

77.5% 

passing but does not meet some standards; dependent learner; average work; most 

assignments completed on time; shows average effort 

D 77.4% to 

69.5% 

passing but only meets minimum standards; dependent learner; low-quality work; 

some assignments completed on time; shows average effort 

F less than 

69.5% 

failing; does not meet minimum standards or expectations; dependent learner; low-

quality work; few assignments completed on time, shows little effort 



GEOMETRY SYLLABUS – Melko  2019-2020 Page 3 
 

D. Calculation of Semester Grade (Southland Policy) 

  1st/3rd Quarter Grade (Q1 or Q3)  40% 

  2nd/4th Quarter Grade (Q2 or Q4)  40% 

  Semester Final Exam (F1 or F2)  20% 

  Overall Semester Grade (S1 or S2)  100% 

 

The following formulas are used to calculate semester grades: 

Semester 1:  S1 = 0.4*Q1 + 0.4*Q2 + 0.2*F1 

Semester 2:  S2 = 0.4*Q3 + 0.4*Q4 + 0.2*F2 

 

Overall semester grades will determine if a student passes (69.5% or higher) or fails (69.4% or 

lower) the semester for the given course. If a student should fail a semester, they will not receive 

credit for that semester and must make-up the credit at a later date. Consult Southland’s 

academic advisor for more information. 

 

E. Use of Notes during Major Assessments 

Students will have the ability to use a half-sheet of notes (half a page, both sides) for every 

chapter test or quiz unless told otherwise. Half-sheets are optional. If a student chooses to create 

a half sheet and use it during the test/quiz, it must be written in that student’s own handwriting 

and may not be typed or photocopied. The use of notes during exams is a privilege. As such, that 

privilege can be taken away at the discretion of the teacher. 

 

F. Rework Policy 

1. Students will be given an opportunity to rework classroom chapter tests and quizzes by 

correcting mistakes made on the original test/quiz document. Students who demonstrate 

that effort has been made to better understand the material shall earn extra credit points. 

Homework, Warm-Up quizzes, semester final exams, and other major assignments may 

not be reworked except in special cases. 

2. To successfully complete a rework opportunity, students must: 

 A. Place all work and answers on a separate sheet of paper in an organized way. 

B. Obtain the correct answer. 

C. Show all work for a given problem and/or explain why their answer is correct. 

 D. Submit the original, unmodified test document with the rework paper. 

3. If a student successfully reworks a test or quiz, that student will receive half credit back 

(in the form of extra credit points) for each reworked question, where the maximum 

amount of points is 50% of however many points were missed. Points earned will depend 

on the amount of questions a student chooses to rework with corrected answers and with 

effort shown. A deadline will be given for all reworks, and if the student does not meet 

the rework deadline, the opportunity will be rescinded. 

 

VI. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND DAILY ACTIVITIES 

A. Materials: Each student must bring the following to class daily: 

1. Pencils and erasers 

2. Calculator (cell phone calculators are not allowed) 

3. Folder (or 3-ring binder) to hold class work and assignments 

4. Notebook 

5. Loose-leaf paper for assignments/work that need to be submitted to the teacher 

 6.  Geometry textbook 

 Refer to the Supply List for further details. 
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B. Daily Expectations 

1. Complete Warm-Up question. 

2. Use class time to learn new material, write notes, ask questions, and work cooperatively 

with other students and the teacher. 

3. Complete required homework assignments with diligence and promptness. 

4. Assist with presenting problems in class. 

 

C. Warm-Ups 

Almost every day of class will begin with a warm-up exercise. In their math notebooks, students 

are expected to write the current date, the original problem, any work required to solve the 

problem, and the final answer. 

 

Two variants of Warm-Up questions will be given: Geometry Warm-Ups or SAT Warm-Ups. 

 

1. Geometry Warm-Ups will be graded via a “Warm-Up Quiz” in the following manner: 

a. Students will be asked to locate and copy daily warm-up problems from three 

randomly selected dates in the recent past. 

b. Copied problems must show the original problem (+1 point) and final answer  

(+1 point) from the correct calendar date for full credit. 

c. If a student is absent on a date that is selected for the Warm-Up Quiz, he or she 

may write “absent” for that problem and still receive full credit. All problems 

marked as “absent” will be verified with the teacher’s attendance records. If it can 

be shown that the student was in class on the selected date but claimed to be 

absent on the Warm-Up Quiz, he/she will receive no credit for that question. 

 

2. SAT Warm-Ups will be graded via a pre-test/post-test sequence. Each test will consist of 

five SAT problems that address a given standard. Accurate answers will be awarded 1 

point, and a student’s grade for the SAT Warm-Up test sequence will be the higher of the 

two scores obtained from the pre-test and post-test. 

 

D. General Homework Expectations 

Homework is one of the most important components of being successful in math classes. It 

allows students to practice and improve their understanding of classroom content, it serves as a 

focus for discussion in class, and it is a valuable study tool for assessments. Students should 

attempt all assigned problems and ask questions about the ones they do not understand. Mastery 

of content skills requires students to understand the homework questions instead of just 

completing the assignment. I care more about the process than the final answer. 

There will likely be time in class to begin homework assignments as well as to go over 

homework questions the following day. Homework will be checked-in on the next school day. 

Full credit will not be given unless all work is shown. If a student is confused about a problem, 

he/she should still attempt the problem, explaining or showing work up to the point of confusion. 

Late work will be accepted for half credit the next day and no credit for more than one day 

(unless arranged with and approved by the teacher). The grade book closes to any late work 

approximately one week before the quarter ends, and any missing assignments will remain at 

zero credit. 

If a student is absent, hard copies of missing assignments or handouts will be available in the 

classroom. He/she has the same number of days to make up an assignment as the number of days 

absent (absent two days, make up work due in two days.) Turn in all make up work directly to 

the teacher for full credit. Absent assignments that can be made up for full credit will be 
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temporarily marked as “AB” (absent credit, worth zero points) in the gradebook until they are 

submitted or until the make-up deadline has passed. Finding out which assignments need to be 

made-up for credit is the student’s responsibility. All assignment information can be found on 

the class webpage and in the gradebook. 

E. Extra Help 

I am available most days before and after school in room 311. Please seek help as soon as you 

begin experiencing difficulty. I am here to help you learn! You may also email me with 

questions on homework, and I will try to get back to you in a timely manner. 

 

F. Ticket Lottery 

Students will earn participation tickets for answering questions, volunteering, participating in 

class discussions, asking appropriate questions, or requesting individual assistance during work 

time in class. Students write their name on the tickets they earn and drop them into their 

classroom ticket bag. A ticket drawing will be performed every Friday (behavior permitting), and 

students who are selected will have a chance to win one of several prizes: 

1. +5 points of extra credit (once per quarter) 

2. Homework pass (twice per quarter) 

3. Three new pencils (unlimited wins per quarter) 

4. Candy bar of choice (unlimited wins per quarter) 

At the end of each quarter, all tickets are removed from the bags and all prizes are reset. 

 

G. Quarterly Participation Credit 

1. All students will begin each quarter with 20 points of participation credit. 

2. Students who violate classroom rules will lose participation credit for each offense as 

described in the classroom expectations (section VII, paragraph G). 

3 Students that do not violate any rules for a whole week will receive 1 point of extra credit 

for their positive influence in the classroom. 

 

VII. CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

 A. Teacher Creed 

1. As your teacher I will not tolerate any student in this classroom preventing me from 

teaching for any reason whatsoever. 

2. As your teacher I will not tolerate any student in this classroom preventing another 

student from learning for any reason whatsoever. 

3. As your teacher I will not tolerate any student in this classroom exhibiting behavior that 

is not in the best interest of this class. 

 

B. The Triforce of Classroom Expectations 

We believe there are three primary actions that lead students to be successful. Each is simple to 

understand but is open to deeper levels of interpretation. In the first week of school, the students 

will explore what these behaviors mean to them on a personal level. These three actions are: be 

respectful, be punctual, and be prepared. Each behavior is just as important as the others – 

choosing to ignore one or more positive actions can lead a student away from the path to success. 
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1. Be respectful.  Respect your teacher. Respect your 

peers. Respect your school. Respect yourself. Speak 

with good purpose. 

2. Be punctual.  Be on-time to class. Complete 

assignments for when they are due. Avoid 

procrastination and distraction. 

3. Be prepared.  Bring supplies to class. Be aware of 

deadlines. Study for tests and quizzes. Be flexible and 

willing to adapt to change. 

 

C. Expectations for all Southland Classes 

1. All school rules will be enforced. (See the “Southland Student and Parent Handbook”) 

2. Students will be in full compliance with Southland’s uniform policies. 

3. Do not eat food, drink, or chew gum in class. 

4. Cell phones, music players, headphones, tablets/iPads and other electronic devices are not 

allowed in the classroom. Teachers have the authority to confiscate any such devices.  

5. Backpacks are not allowed in the classroom except in special cases. 

 

D. Additional Expectations for Geometry Class 

1. Participate in class discussions and group assignments/projects. 

2. Raise your hand and wait to be called upon when asking or answering a question. 

3. Request a pass if you need to leave the classroom for any reason, such as visiting the 

restroom or getting a drink. Requests may be denied at the teacher’s discretion. 

4. Trade school I.D. cards or other collateral to borrow calculators, pencils, or other 

classroom supplies. 

5. We dismiss you from class, not the bell, and we do not dismiss students if the classroom 

is messy and chaotic. 

6. Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated, which includes but is not limited to 

submitting another person’s work as your own, copying homework, sharing or copying 

test/quiz answers, talking during tests/quizzes, sharing Warm-Ups during a Warm-Up 

quiz, or using fraudulent tickets for the weekly ticket drawings. Warnings may not be 

given. ALL violators involved will receive a zero for that assignment. 

7. NEVER, under any circumstance, divide by zero. You won’t like the outcome. 

 

E. Five Levels of Classroom Consequences 

LEVEL 1: Verbal Warning 

LEVEL 2: Teacher Conference 

LEVEL 3: Parent Contact 

LEVEL 4: Referral to Dean (may lead to detentions and/or suspensions) 

LEVEL X: Extreme or repeated violations of classroom or school rules may cause a student to be 

removed from the classroom immediately with additional consequences to follow. 

 

F. Handbook Rules/Policies 

All rules and policies in the Student and Parent Handbook will be enforced in the classroom and 

hallways. Please review these in their entirety in section entitled Code of Conduct and 

Attendance Policy. These include, but are not limited to, policies about physical abuse/fighting, 

damage to property, theft, insubordination, use of profanity, disrespect, violations of the dress 

code, large bags/backpacks, electronic devices, cheating, plagiarism, and truancy. 
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G. Participation Credit Consequences 

As outlined in section VI, paragraph G, students will receive participation credit each quarter. 

Students will lose credit based on the offense as outlined below, unless the action was pre-

approved by the teacher. 

 

 -1 point:  Cell phone is visible to teacher. 

 -1 point:  Food out/open. (Does not include water.) 

 -1 point:  Out of uniform (see Standards of Dress on page 37 of the school handbook) 

 -1 point:  Physical contact with other students. 

 -1 point:  Out of seat. 

 -1 point:  Inappropriate talk or gesture. 

 -1 point:  Throwing objects. 

 -2 points:  Gross disrespect to others. 

 -2 points:  Eating in class. 

 -2 points:  Play fighting. 

 -2 points:  Sleeping in class. 

 -2 points:  Inappropriate class disruption/outburst. 

 -2 points:  Texting/Calling on a cell phone. (Phone will be confiscated.) 

 

VIII. PARENT COMMUNICATION 
Strong parent-teacher communication is paramount to student success in the classroom. This course 

syllabus, which outlines course requirements and student behavior, is sent home to give a clear view of 

the expectations and responsibilities in class. Progress and grade reports are sent home and parents are 

also contacted by phone, email, or letter when necessary. You may reach me by phone before or after 

school at 708-748-8105 or by email: amelko@scphs.org 

 

 

 

 

Please sign and return the attached sheet to Mr. Melko by Friday, August 23, 2019 to 

indicate that you have received, read, and understood the syllabus for Geometry. 

 

 

mailto:amelko@scphs.org
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Mr. Aaron Melko 

GEOMETRY 

 

“I have read the Geometry Course Syllabus and Rules and understand the expectations, 

requirements, and behavioral consequences for this class.” 

 

 

 

Student Name (print)   

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature   

 

 

 

Student Signature   

 
 

PARENT CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Please fill out the information below and indicate the best way(s) for me to get in touch with 

you. Please write neatly, especially for email addresses. 

 

  E-mail address:   

 

  Work phone number:   

 

  Home phone number:   

 

  Cell phone number:   

 

 

 

** For an extra credit point, students should use the space below to write one interesting or 

unique thing they learned by reading through the syllabus. 

________ 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

|________ 


